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Following last year's ‘A Cinematic Portrait of Song & Dance’ screening programme held at Tai Kwun, the Hong Kong Film

Archive is returning to the venue again this year with another selection of works from its collection. From late summer to
early autumn, audiences will be able to experience ‘A Touch of Youth' through stories told with light and shadow.

Teen films were introduced to Hong Kong from Hollywood in the 1950s. Through integration and adaptation by
local filmmakers in tandem with an increasingly mature star system, the genre became a timeless favourite among
film buffs, propelling countless vibrant newcomers to stardom. With Hong Kong being a place where Chinese and
Western cultures converge, our local teen films often depict the pursuit of Western chic and feature an abundance
of song and dance in a display of youthful energy. However, they also illustrate the conflict between tradition
and modernity, shedding light on the anxieties of growing up, the rebelliousness and restlessness, as well as the
yearnings for love and dreams, experienced by young people in different eras. Each scene is like a page from the

diary of an urban youth projected on the silver screen...

This year, the Archive has specially selected five teen films from the 1950s to 1980s, which will be screened free of charge
at the Tai Kwun Laundry Steps. Let a host of youthful idols take you back to your salad days with their dazzling charm!

JBWEs 1 Venue I

Free Screenlngs Audience should take note of the house rules implemented at Tai Kwun.
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Laundry Steps, Tai Kwun
10 Hollywood Road, Central
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Post-screening talk with Eric Tsang Siu-wang
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Limited seats are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
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The Shaw & Sons established a Cantonese film unit in 1955.
Chow Sze-luk became the head of this very prolific unit that
groomed Patricia Lam Fung to become ‘The Jewel of Shaws'
two years later. Cheung Ying-choi also rose to fame through
Shaws’ Cantonese productions. The duo shine out in Sweet
Girl in Terror, like they do in many other Shaw movies. As
if tailored for this on-screen couple, the film transplants a
Hollywood teen film to the Hong Kong setting, with Lam
starring as a happy-go-lucky teenage girl enjoying singing,
dancing, biking and picnicking. In Chan Wan'’s script, the
story has a sudden turn from teenage romance to mystery
thriller. The girl realises that her step-parents are plotting
against her...Filmed using Eastmancolor, it captures not only
the gorgeousness of the young Lam and Cheung, but also
the beauty of Hong Kong's landmarks in the late 1950s, such
as the Castle Peak Hotel, Kai Tak Airport and Tai Po Market
Station.
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You Are My Love

Dir: Evan Yang
Scrs: Evan Yang, Wang Zhibo
Prod Co: MP & Gl
Cast: Grace Chang,
Jeanette Lin Tsui,
Peter Chen Ho,
Roy Chiao, Chen Yun

103min
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CERZ) 1058 T AE/hH

BHE:
EEE TR

BT i -
S -

A B AR -

W

BRF £~ SR
TRES

ZR 5T
] FEFE

{7073 (IEN

T EEER

BRI ORI AR

Xl : Tomsenga Design

<& EREY (1993)
KA (B E W) ) Bl ash a5

Efhl 722 B ENES A PR A

MEEBILE —

JEH

BT E P EA S A T i L

© 2023 hixtifeE & R A TR BURF A ©

To Ping, Fanny Fan Lai,
Roy Chiao, Chu Tin-wai
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Campus provides the setting for many teen films. More than
half a century ago in Hong Kong, high school was the usual
backdrop for this genre. But Spring Song by Evan Yang was,
in that era, one of the very few Hong Kong films set in the
university. Starring Grace Chang from Mambo Girl (1957)
and Jeanette Lin Tsui, nicknamed ‘Students’ Sweetheart’,
this youthful piece follows two freshman girls’ college lives
in Hong Kong. Chang portrays a girl who is good at singing
and dancing, and her performances in the film, including
an excerpt from a famous Kunqu piece, will surely delight
those looking for great entertainment. The other leading role
played by Lin excels in all sorts of sports. Scenes of archery,
water skiing, motorbike-riding and ball games offer the
audience the vitality that characterises teenage girls. The two
befriend each other at college orientation, live together in
a dormitory, attend parties and do sports hand in hand, and
fight with each other for boys. The film reflects the bourgeois
lifestyle of immigrants from the Mainland in the 1950s, in a
unique way that only Cathay could have delivered.
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Courtesy of Cathay-Keris Films Pte Ltd
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Award-winning actress Josephine Siao plays the energetic
but somewhat rebellious little sister in You Are My Love, a film
that follows three sisters’ ups and downs that begin with this
youngest one’s jealousy. In the film, Pearl Au Kar-wai stars
as a very charming actress, who is loved by every person
around her. The little sister envies her sibling’s achievements
but what she does impulsively has caused permanent harm
to the family. Besides Siao and Au, Woo Fung, still an active
TV actor today, took up the role of Au's once boyfriend, and
Fanny Fan Lai and Roy Chiao, well-known for their roles in
Mandarin films, took a bold step to partake in this Cantonese
film. Director Chu Kea, best known for his period dramas,
turned to a contemporary-set film this time, and successfully
delivered the film's sense of modernity, probably with help
from his co-directors Ho Hoi-ki and Chu Yat-hung, who was
his sister. The opening scene of an orchestra performance
even reminds the audience of Hollywood movies.
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Once Upon A Rainbow
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4K Restored Classic (Hong Kong Premiere)
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Lui Kay joined hands with Connie Chan Po-chu to portray
couples in numerous films, through which he must have
developed his own way to stage the romance with her in
the most touching manner. In 1969, he made his directorial
debut Mary, | Love You with her, of which he was also the
screenwriter, presenter, and, of course, the lead actor. Lui
plays a young man who is determined to marry his girlfriend
even if that means he has to break away from his family. Chan
brings the title character Mary to live, a girl who is loyal to
her loved ones, perseverant in face of tough situations, and
charming in her Peranakan costume. Apart from the romance
between the two, the film also depicts the unfailing friendship
between Mary and her classmates. Like all teen movies in that
era, the film contains quite a few singing and dancing scenes,
but in a Southeast Asian setting. The theme song features two
versions: one male version by Lui and one female version by
Chan, which was a very clever arrangement in those days.

*8/10 (H sun) 5:00pm
29/10 (H sun) 5:00pm
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Once Upon A Rainbow features a star-studded cast and crew,
only that they made their names years after the release of this
film. Today's mega-star Andy Lau made his big screen debut
in this title, so did the now internationally renowned director
Wong Kar-wai who jointly penned its script with today's
award-winning art director Yee Chung-man. The eponymous
theme song, composed by Violet Lam and written by her
brother Andrew Lam, is the first movie theme song for singer
Annabelle Louie. The film gives a glimpse of Hong Kong's
entertainment sector through two young girls’ pursuits of
dream and love. Tin-wei (Jade Hsu) enrols in a TV station’s
acting class, while her high school bestie Angie (Patricia
Chong) works for a record label after leaving school. Tin-wei
falls in love with her classmate Ka-ming (Wu Hsiao-kang), who
has a crush on Angie instead...The only cinematic work by TV
director Ng Siu-wan, the film’s cast and crew and its subject
matter make it seems a prelude to Hong Kong's popular
culture heydays in the 1980s.
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Farewell to My Concubine (4K Restored Version)
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Ve &8t Movies To GO

REHOREEDE X M AR —

IRELAEIK S5 4755

Tai Kwun Movie Steps X Hong Kong Film Archive -

A Touch of Youth

R ot pRIR R ) N L2 o R
P S 4T 41012 19 52180 5t 58 5 0 s
O AR ER —ICIRME—JTE R

Hong Kong Film Archive
50 Lei King Road, Sai Wan Ho, Hong Kong

Opening Hours

Monday, Wednesday to Sunday:
10:00am - 8:00pm

ChristmasEve and Chinese New Year'sEve:
10:00am - 5:00pm

Closed on Tuesdays (except public
holidays), and the first two days of the
Chinese New Year

LAY

Free admission

Ticketing Information

Tickets are available at URBTIX. Persons
aged under 6 will not be admitted.
Half-price tickets for senior citizens aged

60 or above, people with disabilities
and one accompanying carer, full-time

HI% HngEﬂ kﬁg%ﬁi%ﬁm students and Comprehensive Social
Date Time Laundry Steps, Tai Kwun Security Assistance recipients. The price
of each discount ticket will be rounded up

10/9 H Sun 5:00pm i#%aﬁ A to the nearest dollar.
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To commemorate the 30th anniversary of the
Chinese cinema classic Farewell to My Concubine
(1993), the film's presenter Tomson (Hong Kong)
Films Co., Limited commissioned and financed a
4K digital restoration of the renowned title, and
authorised the Hong Kong Film Archive to
present the Hong Kong premiere at the Grand
Theatre of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre.

Farewell to My Concubine, adapted from a novel by
Lillian Lee, directed by Chen Kaige and starring
Leslie Cheung, Zhang Fengyi, Gong Li and Ge You,
has earned more than a dozen international
awards, including the Golden Globe Award for
Best Foreign Language Film. It is the only
Chinese language film that has garnered a Palme
d’Or at Cannes Film Festival, and is named one of
the ‘All-Time 100 Movies’ by Time magazine.

Hsu Feng, producer of the film, was greatly
devoted to the 4K digital restoration project. She
worked closely with the restoration company with
the goal of restoring the film according to the
director’s original creative ideas, returning the
film as close as possible to the visual and audio
glory of its initial release three decades ago.

With the trusted support of Tomson (Hong Kong),
the Archive will present the 4K digitally restored
version of Farewell to My Concubine at the Grand
Theatre of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre,
sharing this gem in Chinese cinema with the
audience on the big screen again.

In addition to the screening, Tomson (Hong Kong])
is also presenting a selection of overseas posters
of Farewell to My Concubine for an exhibition at the
Hong Kong Cultural Centre and the Archive,
extending the appeal of this classic title beyond
the silver screen. On the day of the Hong Kong
premiere (30 September], they will be displayed
in the 2/F Foyer of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre
(near the entrance to the Grand Theatre);
admission is free for ticket holders. From
4 October to 30 December, the exhibition will be
presented at the 1/F Foyer of the Hong Kong Film
Archive, also with free admission.
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Leslie Cheung delivers for Farewell to My
Concubine one of the most memorable
performances in his already remarkable
career. Playing Cheng Dieyi, a Peking
opera star who specialises in dan
(female) roles, he captures the gender
fluidity of the character in all its glory
and hazards, embodying profound
humanity in the process.

The film is based on the famed novel The
Hegemon-King Bid His Lady Farewell by
Hong Kong novelist Lillian Lee, which
draws inspiration from the cherished
Peking opera of the same Chinese title.
Set against the Chu-Han Contention
around 200 BC, the opera tells the story
of King Xiang Yu and his concubine, Yu Ji.
It is a vivid example of popular culture’s

DIR: CHEN KAIGE

capacity to connect with the people by
focusing not on the grand staging of history
but on the personal relationships unfolding
on the sideline, generating intense
emotional responses.

Fifth Generation director Chen Kaige in turn
adapts the novel to film, realising great
artistry through media-crossing sampling.
Peking opera serves as a stage for the epic
telling of the story, which spans the 1920s
and 1970s, an eventful period of hardship,
upheaval and suffering in Chinese history.
This history is in turn integrated with an
examination of the gender and sexual
ambiguity of opera practice, culminating in a
moving and powerful portrait of the
complicated relationship between art and
artist, stage and real life.

PROD CO: TOMSON (HONG KONG]

PRODS: DAVID TONG, HSU FENG CAST: LESLIE CHEUNG, GONG LI, ZHANG FENGYI, GE YOU, LU Ql

ORIG STORY: LILLIAN LEE
SCRS: LILLIAN LEE, LU WEI
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